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JUDGE DAN H. MICHAEL 2021 LEADERSHIP

JUVENILE COURT JUDGE

Dear Friends,

This annual report of the activities
of the Juvenile Court of Memphis
and Shelby County for 2021
represents my 7th year as presiding
Judge. This report serves as an
outline of the tireless work of
hundreds of dedicated employees
and volunteers responding to the
needs of the children and families

in Shelby County. For more than a
century, Juvenile Court has been
involved in a quest for excellence
by constantly searching for ways to improve services while building upon our research, data
collection, and evidence-based practices. Many juvenile justice initiatives carried out here
have been adopted as models for other programs in Tennessee and across the nation, and our
pursuit to become and remain a model court has allowed us to create new programming and
services which other courts around the country are starting to replicate. Our mission for
developing new initiatives continues.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Tennessee Supreme Court issued a suspension of all in-
person court proceedings in March 2020 that extended to March 2021. Juvenile Court never
closed, and we were up and running virtually as quickly as possible which resulted in the Court
hearing over 20,000 cases by Zoom in 2020. As COVID-19 continued to be a major concern due
to the numerous variants discovered during 2021, Juvenile Court remained committed to
ensuring public safety and over 30,000 cases were heard by Zoom in 2021.

The Juvenile Court Team continues to meet the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic with the
optimism and conviction necessary to continue to lead the nation in juvenile justice reform.
Our staff continues to inspire me with their dedication and creativity in establishing programs
to assist the children and families of Shelby County.

We are very proud of the numerous programs that will be highlighted throughout this report
and we encourage you to visit our website at https://shelbycountytn.gov/226/Juvenile-Court

for detailed program descriptions and more information about each of the Court’s
departments. Statistical information as well as charts and graphs can be found on our data
dashboard at https://dashboard.shelbycountytn.gov/.
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